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Foreword

“Ihe problems of all of humanity can
only be solved by all of humanity.”
—Swiss author Friedrich Diirrenmatt

lobal interdependence has become an undeniable reality.

Mass media and technology have increased worldwide
access to information and created a society of global citizens.
Understanding and navigating this global community is a challenge,
requiring a high degree of information literacy and a new level of
learning sophistication.

Building on the success of its flagship series, Opposing
Viewpoints, Greenhaven Publishing has created the Global
Viewpoints series to examine a broad range of current, often
controversial topics of worldwide importance from a variety of
nternational perspectives. Providing students and other readers
with the information they need to explore global connections
and think critically about worldwide implications, each Global
Viewpoints volume offers a panoramic view of a topic of
widespread significance.

Drugs, famine, immigration—a broad, international treatment
is essential to do justice to social, environmental, health, and
political issues such as these. Junior high, high school, and early
college students, as well as general readers, can all use Global
Viewpoints anthologies to discern the complexities relating to each
issue. Readers will be able to examine unique national perspectives
while, at the same time, appreciating the interconnectedness that
global priorities bring to all nations and cultures.

Material in each volume is selected from 2 diverse range of
sources, including journals, magazines, newspapers, non-ﬁct'{on
books, speeches, government documents, pamphlets, organization
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VIEWPOIN

Negative Stereotypes of
Muslims Have Fueled the

Rise of Islamophobia
Belinda F. Espiritu

In the following viewpoint, Belinda F. Espiritu cites predominantly
negative media portrayals of Islam and Muslims as a key factor in
the rise of Islamophobia, or the fear of Islam. The author agrees with
Muslim writers who stress the need for Christians and Muslims, and
particularly Suf Muslims, to unite in a common mission to bear
witness to shared values. Espiritu (PhD) is an associate professor of
communication at the University of the Philippines Cebu.

As you read, consider the following questions:

1. How can the concept of tawhid, or unity, help
resolve Islamophobia?

2. What can be learned by an examination of Sufism?

3. According to the author, what is the relationship of the
Taliban, ISIS, and other such groups to the Sufism spirit
of Islam?

here is a current obsession in mainstream media and academic
discourse pertaining to Islam and the West. This current
obsession is tinged with negative signifiers with the global media’s

“Negative media portrayal of Islam,” by Belinda E. Espirit, WACC, May 15, 2016. Media
Development February 2016, Quarterly journal of the World Association for Christian
Communication (WACC). Reprinted with permission.
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Noor (2007) argued that, “Muslim identity and the concerns of
Muslims are increa;ingly being defined in terms of an oppositional
dialectic that pits Islam and Muslims against the rest of the world”
(p- 261}, as Islamophobia has become the mainstream media
discourse “where images of Muslims as murderous fanatics abound
in movies, videos and computer games” (p. 267).

He proposed that the solution to the present predicament faced
:ci':::;uz; ;he wo,rh.i over can’be found in the corpus of Islamic
hich refers (im[;l: mgf' particularly in the concept of tawhid,

unity of all creation and the fundamental
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Islam Around the World

equality of the singular human race. The idea of tawhid reminds
Muslims that all human beings are equal and are thus entitled to

their own share of respect and dignity.
As hostility and misperceptions between Muslims and

Christians persist in an alleged “clash of civilizations,” Noor

asserted that there is an urgent need for Muslims to get out of

this rut by shifting their focus to other issues and concerns that

are more universal in nature such as the debate over globalization,

specifically, “the environmental movement, the pacifist movement
against war and the trade of arms, the campaign for equal labor,
the campaign against exploitation of children and most recently
the wave of anti-globalization ...” (p. 274).

When Muslim concerns for justice, equity, rights and freedom
are articulated in the context of a borderless world where the
audience is not only Muslims but the world as a whole, that will be
the time when “the image of Islam and Muslims will stand above
the crude and poisonous images we see today” (p. 276).

In relation to Noor’s ideas propounded above, it is essential to
counteract the predominantly negative media portrayal of Islam
and Muslims with a condensed exposition of the phenomenon
of Sufism, which is barely portrayed or understood by Western
media, through the writings of two Turkish Sufi spiritual masters,
namely Osman Nuri Topbas on Sufi spirituality, and Bediuzzaman
Said Nursi on the need for Christians and Muslims to unite in a
critique of modern civilization.

It is the nature of media to report on the novel, the sensational,
the bizarre, the dramatic, the extraordinary but not the ordinary
occurrences in life. Hence, with regard to Islam, it does not report
about peace-loving Muslims, or Muslims’ striving for holiness and
daily jihad against their egos and natural temptations, or peaceful
coexistence between Muslims and Christians in different parts of
the world. Through an exposition of Sufism, it will be shown that
Muslims who genuinely seek the path to holiness and union with
God will never be murderous in their hearts but will be filled with

profound gentleness and compassion for all.

37
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Islam Around the World

» The Sufi way is a ceaseless spiritual combat against the ego

ll:fei"gve and all kinds of natural temptations that place Muslims away
r-,‘;‘m:ff-“P"’ﬂ,lm?l-;h;shaﬁ ﬁumd,e"-:ence ofrellgice . Sufism means sincerity (ikhlas) which means offering all
the rich (Thi;'h Qsman Nur:: oniouS with .tht Ebd i defects} acts of worship solely for the sake of the Almighty, without
of Sufis™ \;ﬂh Jo that is h‘a‘f“‘ from matf«nal a?londuct” . 31)* any other consideration intruding on the heart.
;::L"': ;,-puf f\..';;‘:l ropc-\; , beauty a:ir;:::i‘l e; — Muslims. « Sufism means standing upright on the straight path, which
::;d p 'rnﬂe";":l‘;,l the earliest l"-e.ﬂ,zjessagf to effect an inner means .actmg in accordance with the morals and regulations
Sufism e atial of the Qura.m:jﬂpting many of the harsh according to the Quran and Sunnah,
aressed rhr_f'"lt;t_ B ht‘“"""r‘h" a ks of the desert (Miche], « The Sufi way is obedience and submission to God, which
msr’umaﬂ"’_“ : of the Ch ristian mon ‘Bm[herhﬂods of Sufis entails establishing sentiments of contentment and
ascetical me‘“}‘: century: or_d m‘f‘:and patterns of spiritua] submission to God deep in the heart as to come closer to
I-r.?;:-i S;L::"h its oW rbr_m 'of };Ir‘ i:;;ress, lodges, and methods Him and feel his Divine Gaze watching over him all the time.
:::::m often with its t;::!j:?z:r:‘sﬁfd the transforming power Osman Nuri Topbas quoted Ibrahim Effendi, the renowned
of initiation. They L'Omh arts and understood Islam as a path to Sheikh of the Sufi Lodge of Aksaray, who eloquently defined the
of God's love z‘:_11 humafji ‘:‘m ;‘_ﬂ h God (Michel, 1997). Sufi path in verses such as follows:
S “Tﬂk 11 :J‘;? much alive im_d_ active in m}:mybpaErts i “Being a Sufi, is to kindle the candle of the heart with a
S Wes Afica, the Maghreb, Egyp, fame Diine,
L'kj i ypt, Turkey, Pakistan, and Indonesia. Modern And hence throwing it in the fire of love, to burn

the last four countries mentioned attest forever more ...

;_r]:e;csi in Sufism, but it is in Turkey where Being a Sufi is acquaintance with the ways of the Lord;
And hence to reach out a helping hand and cure to the needy.

Being a Sufi is to become joyous and bewildered in
Divine presence,
To be in amazement before the secrets of the Divine.

to the resurgence of it |
Rumi came from that Sufism is thriving at its best.

Sufism has its branches depending on the method or tariqah
used. The first is the path for the good, which focuses on the

s of worshi icty: the second is the path for the virtuous,
dﬁf‘da ofn?rsmp L m. ) '.nem ! P sl Being a Sufi is to reach Fast and West in the blink of an eye;
which concentrates on purifying the human soul through spiritual ¢
: R Y ; Hence to care for all people and offer them shelter.
exercises and services; and the third is the path for lovers, which ; : Pt
aims at attaining the same goal through love Being a Sufi is to surrender the soul to the beloved an
' ) become free;
o . I ] » - 2 »
defin ,::J];: o?gﬂﬁxp E;Z iiOLI' 3‘? 49]_ S Ou?idEd . :l‘] i;w To remain with the beloved forever more;
I " saints in accordance wi e .
piritual manifestationg they wej}'e privileged with: The verses above are only a few of the eloquent, sub‘hme vers_es
« The Sufi Way personifie ; ; i written by Ibrahim Effendi as quoted by Osman Nuri Topbas in
Propriety. The Sufi yg # exemplary ‘Ch'aracter traits and _ his book on Sufism. With such sublime aspirations of a Suf? on
the soul, V18 about p urifying the heart and the path to holiness and considering that Sufism is the spirit of

3
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The chador is 2 full-body-length shawl held closed at the neck by

hand or pin 1 covers the head and the body but leaves the face completely
visible. Chadors are most often black and are most common in the
Middle East, specifically in Iran.

The burga is a full-body veil. The wearer’s entire face and body are
covered, and one sees through a mesh screen over the eyes. It is most
commonly worn in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

“The Sunni-Shia Divide.” Facing History, 2011,

ey

Islam Aroung the World
Islam, the Taliban, Abu Sayyaf Group,
called Muslims but are rather devian
and humanity.

and ISIS cannot he properly
ts and aberrations of Islam

A Critique of Neo-Imperialism
and Modern Civilization

There are reas.ons why Muslims feel anger and antipathy towards
the West, particularly towards America. In earlier times, the anger
was due to the imperialist expansions of the British Empire in
Muslim lands. In contemporary times, Noor and Moten (2007)
explained that Muslims are angry at seeing their co-religionists
killed in Afghanistan by the US forces and a thriving Iraq illegally
invaded and occupied with untold death and destruction.

They are also against the Americans’ unbalanced, pro-Israeli
policy in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict with its backing of Israel’s
continued occupation of Palestinian lands characterized by
brutal and bloody incursions into Palestinian camps. These neo-
imperialist actions by the US and NATO forces are part of a larger
scheme to put nations under political, cultural, and economic
hegemony of the global elites, including those who govern the
Bretton Woods institutions (World Bank, IMF) and the WTO. Both
Christians and Muslims need to critique, expose, and denounce
the neo-imperialist actions of US and its allied forces.

Muslims stand antithetical to the West in their theocentric way
of life whereas the West is marked by the separation of church and
state, causing widespread secularism and humanism. Bediuzzaman
Said Nursi (as cited in Michel, 2005: 87-88) was able to identify
clearly the five negative principles on which modern civilization
was founded:

“Might makes right,

Self-interest and competition,

The law of the jungle, everyone for himself, My race and
nation are superior,

I have a right to whatever [ want”

S IRk U

Iy W
b M A

[+ 18
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. -urrents 0

@ le but various ¢ " S

ir:ul'l, n“abﬂlf negative qualities of modern civilization to emerge
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' cometimes predominate over the good. Nursi 1df:nt1ﬁed
P nts in Western civilization, which has

g v relopme
:rr‘laﬁ:sni‘:ﬁj::m F:h:oughout the world (i.lS cited in M.ichei,
2005: 29-30). The first is that Western civi}izatlor{ became distant
and estranged from true Christianity and based its per§onal and
societal views on the principles of an anthropocentric Greco-
Roman philosophy which placed the human person at the centre
pushed God to its margins. The second is the

of the universe and
appalling inequality in the means of livelihood of people due to

its unchecked market policies.

These negative currents, according to Nursi, seek to destroy
both Muslims and Christians by alienating them from the source
of spiritual and moral values and by creating enmity between
Christians and Muslims. Nursi rejects capitalist culture and
decadent civilization which he calls the Second Europe, that which
is founded not on Christian ethics but on philosophy rather than
religion. The backbone of this global decadent civilization with the
primary goal of sensual pleasure is American “popular culture,”
Thus, for Said Nursi, the clash of civilizations is essentially the

42
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Conclusions
The predominantly negative media portrayal of Islam and Mugl;
needs to be balanced by widespread knowledge of peace-;ls o
Muslims who pursue the path towards union of love and wilfw‘n&g;
God. Such is the phenomenon of Sufism which has existed “
the earliest centuries and is still active and thriving in man s
of the Islamic world particularly in Turkey. oy
Said Nursi rightly saw that Christians and Muslims need to
unite in .a common mission to bear witness to the divine values
in the midst of modern civilization. The author agrees with Nursi
because there are really deep commonalities in Islamic spirituality
and Christian spirituality, and it is on the level of spirituality that
these two major religions can find unity and convergence.
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